ITS as easy as one, two, three.

These amazing cute triplet pups have all been born with no front legs - but that isn’t stopping them.

When they realised they couldn’t get around like normal dogs on four legs, the three brave chihuahuas came up with an ingenious plan of their own.

So they stood upright on their two legs, and with the help of daily physiotherapy to help strengthen their muscles, the tiny threesome can now get about with no problem.

They are the world’s first triplet dogs ever born with just two legs -  who can now get around by walking on their two back legs. 

They arrived at the North Shore Animal League in New York after their sister shelter in Virgina was contacted by a backyard breeder.

The pups had all been born with no front legs - which is a problem that can happen with inbreeding. 

A spokeswoman for the shelter said: ‘They are doing so well - its wonderful to see. 

‘They are being taught to walk on their back legs - it is a natural instinct for them. Within days of arriving at the shelter, they were starting to hop around on their back legs as a way of getting around.’

The tiny pups, two females and a male, have been named Carmen, Pablo and Venus, and are only 12 weeks old. 

When their breeder contacted the local animal shelter in Virginia, staff there contacted the North Shore Animal League as they didn’t have the treatment or training that these three pups would need.

The spokeswoman added: ‘The shelter in Virginia knew they couldn’t help, but they didn’t want to die them die as the pups are so full of life.

‘I don’t think they realise they don’t have their front legs. They are just hopping around as if it is natural to them.

‘It was quite emotional when the pups were brought in. They are so tiny and it was terrible to see them all without their front legs like this.

‘But they are managing and are so energetic, its hard to feel sorry for them anymore. They are getting so much care and help - and with that, they will be able to manage well.’

The pups are having daily treatment with a physiotherapist to strengthen their muscles. The first pup to try walking on their back legs was Venus,  closely followed by Carmen, and then Pablo. 

The spokeswoman added: ‘Even though it was natural for them to try this way, they did fall over a bit at first. Venus was the first to try - she was the smallest and lightest so it was the easiest for her. 

‘Pablo took longer as he was the largest and he had no muscle tone in his hind legs.

‘They toppled over at first when they stood up, but now they can stand up for about a minute at a time. Venus can take six steps at a time now. As their strength increases, the better they are getting.’

Experts have never come across a case like this - where three pups all from the same litter have been born without front legs.

The spokeswoman added: ‘Their case is unique.  We are looking at the option of having carts designed for them too, so it is another option for them aswell as walking on their back legs.

‘We want to give them the best quality of life and make sure that they are placed into a long term home when they are ready.’

The shelter sees many problems caused by irresponsible backyard breeding. It churns out imperfect or unhealthy animals who eventually end up abandoned in shelters, left out to die, wrongly sold as healthy pets in pet stores, or as victims in research laboratories.

The spokeswoman added: ‘Often these breeders don’t realise they are contributing to a huge problem.

‘They often breed just for money, or think how sweet it would be it their pet had babies. Then problems arise like these three pups have.’

The world’s only dog who walks on her hind legs is Faith, who was born in December 2002 with two hind legs and a deformed front leg, which was amputated soon after birth. Her owner Jude Stringfellow refused to have her put to sleep  and instead she taught Faith to walk on her two hind legs.

The North Shore Animal League is the largest no-kill animal rescue and adoption organisation in the world. For more information and to donate to help the three brave pups,  contact their website at www.nsalamerica.org

